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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to explore the experiences of Taiwanese gay men in using
Facebook to create a sense of belonging within their own community, and how these
experiences interact with and interpret within the community's hierarchical context. This study
adopts a Hermeneutic Phenomenological research approach, the researcher sought to elucidate
the essence of these experiences and unearth their underlying meanings. Five research
participants were purposefully selected, and semi-structured interviews were conducted. After
analyzing the interview texts by Thematic analysis, the primary findings of the study are as
follows:

1. The reality of not being "Different” brings us together on Facebook.

This subject reveals the sense of not fitting into the heterosexual society that gay men often
experience. Simultaneously, even within the confines of exclusive social networking apps for
the gay community, they still feel constrained. Facebook, being a commonly used social
platform by heterosexual individuals, is strategically employed by gay men. They create
exclusive accounts for their gay community to avoid stigmatization, leveraging the platform's
features to connect and coalesce with fellow members.

2. We "unite" on Facebook, creating exclusive moments.

This subject highlights the interpretation of belonging within the gay community as a
profound emotional connection, which is a strong family-like bond. Gay men build their sense
of belonging within the community through activities like "doing it together” on Facebook,
echoing comments for visibility, and furthering their real-life social connections through group
events and gatherings.

3. No matter how hard I try, the pressure from "losing"” on Facebook still leaves me feeling
empty.

This subject uncovers the process of gay men building a sense of belonging on Facebook,
which may also reinforce the influence of hierarchy. As a result, they may experience a sense
of detachment within the community while simultaneously fearing loneliness, particularly the
gay men who are in the anxiety of seeking belonging as soon as the fear of missing out.

4. Differences cause alienation within the gay community but also enable my gay group to
create cohesion.

This subject emphasizes the resilience and agency of gay men, allowing them to construct
their sense of belonging within the community, even amid the painful experience of perceiving
hierarchy. They can reframe the meaning of hierarchy standards, shaping their belonging within
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the group. Moreover, even when using the strategy of aligning with the mainstream for the
sense of belonging, they can stop the cycle of comparing each other within the community.
Simultaneously, by integrating the essence of belonging connections, they promote flexibility
and strategic use for socializing within the community.

Based on the research results as stated, this study concludes by presenting recommendations
for gay individuals, professionals in related fields, the social and educational domains, as well
as suggestions for future research, and the reflections by researcher.
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